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Research interests
My research interests are focused on invasion biology related to biodiversity/ ecological interactions, and on the impact of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) on experimental model systems and on real food-webs. I study the food quality and ecotoxicity of GM plants in a feeding model using Daphnia magna, also in combination with chemical stressors (herbicides, pesticides and other chemical pollutants). Effects and consequences are evaluated at the level of molecular biology (e.g. uptake, distribution and expression of transgenic DNA and protein), at an ecological level (mortality, growth, fecundity, behaviour), and on a population level using structured population models (population growth rate, sensitivity, dynamics etc.). 
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(21) Amundsen, P.-A., Siwertsson, A., Primicerio, R. & Bøhn, T. 2009. Long-term responses of zooplankton to invasion by a planktivorous fish in a subarctic watercourse. Freshwater Biology 54: 24-34.
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(12) Bøhn, T. & Amundsen, P.-A. 2004. Ecological interactions and evolution – forgotten parts of biodiversity? Viewpoint Bioscience 54 (9): 804-805. 
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Book Chapters:
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Media

Radio

Verdt å vite 01.04.08. ”Genmodifisert mais like god som umodifisert mais?” 

Aviser

”GMO-mais kan føre til forgiftning”. Politiken (Danmark) 04.04.08
”Forgiftning fra genmodfisert mais?” Nationen: 31.03.08

”Nye beviser mot GMO-majs”. Jyllands-Posten (Danmark) 04.04.08 http://fpn.dk/mad/kost_ernaering/article1310662.ece
Web

”Mulig forgiftning fra GMO-majs” 31.03.08 http://www.forskning.no/Artikler/2008/mars/1206531518.99
”Er genmodifisert mais dårlig mat?” 31.03.08 forskningsrådets hjemmesider, miljø 2015: http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=GenerellArtikkel&pagename=ForskningsradetNorsk%2FHovedsidemal&cid=1205852060538
”Reduced fitness of Daphnia magna fed on GM Maize” Third World Network: http://www.biosafety-info.net/bioart.php?bid=500
TV

Schrødingers katt 04.09.08. Er genmodifisert mais av samme kvalitet som vanlig mais?
Education

-1996
Cand. scient. (Master) degree in freshwater ecology, including studies in philosophy, mathematics, statistics and chemistry, University of Oslo and Tromsø.

-2002
Dr. scient (Ph.D) in invasion biology / freshwater biology, University of Tromsø.

Teaching
-At the University of Tromsø lecturing and leading seminars/fieldcourses in Zoology (BIO-102 and BIO-224), Aquatic Biodiversity (BIO-115), Freshwater Biology (BIO-221).

-Main responsibility for the course Ecological Interactions (BIO-308) in 2000. 

-Supervisor for three master students (2000-2003). 

-2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008. Main responsibility for Ecology part of “Biosafety capacity building course” by UNEP (United Nations Environmental Program) Norwegian Institute of Gene Ecology, Third World Network, New Zealand Institute of Gene Ecology, in Tromsø, with talks on invasion biology/ biodiversity/ ecosystems/ food-webs/mathematical modelling.

-2008 Lecturing at Biol-434 Molecular Biology for Biosecurity, University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand with Professor Jack Heinemann.

International symposiums, workshops and courses

1999
Participation at the “VII International Symposium on the Biology and Management of Coregonid Fishes”, Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA, with talk: “Predator avoidance of Coregonids: Habitat choice explained by size-related prey vulnerability?”.

2002
Participation at the “VIII International Symposium on the Biology and Management of Coregonid Fishes”, Rovaniemi, Finland with talk: “Competition mediated life-history changes in a dimorph whitefish Coregonus lavaretus population”; and poster: “Following a fish invasion online – ecological interactions transforming a native ecosystem.”

2003 
Pariticipation at workshop by Institute of Marine Research, Tromsø: “General knowledge on alien species –an applicable basis in managing the introduced species. Red King Crab in the Barents Sea” with talk: “ ’Online’ recording of ecosystem effects after a fish invasion in the Pasvik watercourse, northern Norway”.

2003
Resource person and lecturer on “Biosafety capacity building course” by UNEP (United Nations Environmental Program) Norwegian Institute of Gene Ecology, Third World Network, New Zealand Institute of Gene Ecology, in Tromsø.

2004
Resource person and lecturer on “Biosafety capacity building course” by UNEP (United Nations Environmental Program) Norwegian Institute of Gene Ecology, Third World Network, New Zealand Institute of Gene Ecology, in Tromsø.

2005
Resource person and lecturer on “Biosafety capacity building course” by UNEP (United Nations Environmental Program) Norwegian Institute of Gene Ecology, Third World Network, New Zealand Institute of Gene Ecology, in Tromsø.

2005 
Participation at Conference, Biotechnology Havana, Cuba, November 27 – December 2. Talk: “Fitness of transgenic fish in the wild – and an Invasion Biology perspective on Biodiversity”.

2006
Resource person and lecturer on “Biosafety capacity building course” by UNEP (United Nations Environmental Program) Norwegian Institute of Gene Ecology, Third World Network, New Zealand Institute of Gene Ecology, in Tromsø.

2007
Participation at “Evolutionary change in human altered ecosystems” in Los Angeles, US, Feb. 8-10 with poster: “The role of genetically engineered traits in future evolution” by Thomas Bøhn and Raul Primicerio.

2007
Resource person and lecturer on “Biosafety capacity building course” by UNEP (United Nations Environmental Program) Norwegian Institute of Gene Ecology, Third World Network, New Zealand Institute of Gene Ecology, in Tromsø.

2007
Workshop on Ecological Modeling in Suffolk, UK, 12-16. Aug. Organized by John Pope.

2008
Symposium in Winnipeg, Canada with poster: “Prey selection by brown trout (Salmo trutta) along a diversifying coregonid gradient” by Jensen, H., Kahilainen, K.K., Amundsen, P-A., Gjelland, K.Ø., Tuomaala, A., Malinen, T. and Bøhn, T.

2009
Symposium: International Conference EvolutionaryEcology of Fishes in Berlin with poster: Significance of gill rakers in Coregonus radiation by Kahilainen, K.K., Siwertsson, A., Gjelland, K.Ø., Knudsen, R., Bøhn, T., & Amundsen, P-A.

Referee for the following journals

Ecology, Ecography, Environmental Science and Technology, Hydrobiologia, Journal of Animal Ecology, Oikos, Archive für Hydrobiologie, Annales Zoologici Fennici
Scientific co-operation and network

-Terje Tråvik, prof., Norwegian Institute of Gene Ecology / Univ. of Tromsø

-Kaare Nielsen, prof., University of Tromsø

-Per-Arne Amundsen, prof., University of Tromsø

-Raul Primicerio, dr., University of Tromsø

-Roy Dalmo, dr., University of Tromsø

-Rolf Anker Ims, prof. University of Tromsø

-Nigel Yoccoz, prof. University of Tromsø

-Odd Terje Sandlund, dr., NINA, Trondheim.

-Dag Hessen, prof., University of Oslo

-Yuri Reshetnikov, prof., Russian Academy of Science, Moscow 

-Olga Popova, prof., Russian Academy of Science, Moscow

-Nikolay Kashulin, dr., Kola Science Center, Apatity

-Anatoly Lukin, dr., Karelian Science Centre, Russian Academy of Science,   Petrozavodsk

-Ashley Sparrow, Ass. Prof., University of Reno, USA

-Jack Heinemann, Ass. Prof., University of Canterbury, New Zealand

-Angelika Hilbeck, dr., Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Geobotanical Institute, Zurich, Switzerland.

-Gabor Lövei, Senior Scientist, Danish Institute of Agricultural Sciences, Flakkebjerg, Denmark.

Positions held

1997-2001 
Leader of “Naturvernforbundet i Tromsø”. 

1998-2002 
Ph.D. at Norwegian College of Fishery Sciences, University of Tromsø

1999-2000 
Member of the board, Norwegian College of Fishery Sciences.

2002-ongoing 
Senior researcher: Leader of Section for Ecology and Ecosystem modeling, GenØk – Centre for Biosafety, Norway.

2004-2005. 
Visiting Professor (6 months), University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand.
2008-ongoing Member of the Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food Safety 
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